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GERANOS
Subcultures of  the Sun

Movimento III
*

Riccardo Arena
|

Opening & Talk_9 December 2025_h. 18.00
10.12.2025 –11.01.2026

CASA DEGLI ARTISTI
Via Tommaso da Cazzaniga, 

Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, 20121 Milan MI
+

With the imaginative contribution: Andrea Aversa, Emma Bozzi, Alessandra Carta, Chiara Gambirasio, Francesca Greco,  
                Guido Mannucci, Katja Noppes, Salvatore Sammartino

Curatorial collective: Katia Anguelova, Vittoria Broggini, Giusy Checola, Susanna Ravelli, Giulio Verago

×

GERANOS is an artistic research initiated in 2021 through the collaboration between artist Riccardo Arena and cura-
tor Noah Stolz. The project unfolds within an extensive field of  inquiry that interweaves the cultural history of  Monte 
Verità, the iconographic archives of  the Eranos Foundation preserved at the Warburg Institute in London, and the 
collections of  the Anthropological Museum in Mexico City.

In 2022, the first two contributions of  the research were presented: the first at Monte Verità, GERANOS – Choreography 
of  a Mental Landscape, Movement I, on the occasion of  the Eranos international seminar cycle on Jung’s Red Book, where 
the artist created a wall-collage mapping a mental diagram of  the seminal investigations; the second at Casa del Lago, 
UNAM University, Mexico City, with a performance-talk titled TEOMAMA – The Hollow Figure, developed at the end 
of  a study period at the National Museum of  Anthropology, as part of  the Error residency supported by the Italian 
Cultural Institute.

In 2024, the monographic exhibition GERANOS – Planomenon Dance, Movement II curated by Noah Stolz opened at the 
Elisarion Museum in the Locarno district. The show gathered the cycle of  works developed over the preceding two 
years, articulated into a site-specific installation conceived for the museum’s three floors and in dialogue with the histo-
ry of  the building, originally designed by its founders in 1927 as an initiatory temple.

The research continues in 2025 with a third iteration, GERANOS Subcultures of  the Sun – Movement III, produced and 
hosted by Casa degli Artisti. This new phase, which also constitutes a case study within the doctoral research under-
taken by the artist in 2024 at the Academy of  Fine Arts of  Brera, develops in dialogue with a curatorial collective 
composed of  Katia Anguelova, Vittoria Broggini, Giusy Checola, Susanna Ravelli, and Giulio Verago, and in collab-
oration with Museo MA*GA and Viafarini. Taking shape as a processual installation integrating artifacts, artworks, 
and personal archives, it is activated through seminars, workshops, and performances within a transformative display 
conceived as a space for collective imagination, developed with the contribution of  students, researchers, and invited 
artists throughout the exhibition period.

GERANOS is the name of  the ancient dance performed by Theseus after slaying the Minotaur, which the historian of  
religions Károly Kerényi, one of  the central figures of  the Eranos conferences, identified as the mythical origin of  the 
labyrinth. The ritual consisted of  a line of  dancers, joined by a rope, performing a choreutic ceremony that simulat-
ed a spiral movement, inward and outward, representing the eternal cycle of  birth, death, and rebirth: an ephemeral 
trace that would later be formalized into the labyrinthine plan attributed to Daedalus.

Guided by this powerful metaphor, an architecture of  gestures as a device of  knowledge, the artist embarked on a path 
of  rereading and revitalizing historical memories through a process oscillating between analytical study and creative 
intuition. In this trajectory, the “archaeological staticness” of  archival materials was transfigured into a visionary chore-
ography of  correspondences, analogies, and expressive languages, restoring the vitality of  an unclassifiable imaginative 
heritage destined to continue nourishing generations of  artists, scientists, and philosophers.



After the first residency at Monte Verità in 2022, the artist noted: “Every element one encounters has the power to 
open up potentially inexhaustible chains of  interpretation, with a propulsive force that has shaped the entire Europe-
an twentieth century. The legendary aura surrounding this place has also acted as a magnet for scholars, supporters, 
and detractors who have spilled rivers of  ink attempting to unravel its mystery, adding new layers of  complexity onto 
the previous ones. Among them, naturally, Harald Szeemann, whose reconstruction work resulted in the celebrated 
archive-exhibition Le Mammelle della Verità. Observing the vestiges that Szeemann carefully gathered and reassem-
bled as an ‘architect of  ruins’, I felt my attention drawn not only to the saturation of  narratives and historical figures, 
but rather to the vast web of  relations itself, in its complexus, that which is woven together. A universal, deep, and 
circumscribed geography where the historical frame dissolves, revealing the dance of  abstract and combinatory forces 
in which we are all immersed.”

The movement Subcultures of  the Sun, in this new phase, takes the form of  a laboratory of  theoretical and formal exper-
imentation, aimed at intensifying and expanding the project’s relational tensions through collective work. A device of  
shared spatialization which, developing autonomously and non-linearly, is capable of  generating an evolving process of  
hybrid research, sensitive to the perturbations and stratifications of  ideas, practices, and people that feed it.

The project will also lead to the creation of  an archival fund that will be preserved by the MA*GA Museum within its 
Research Center Italia 2050. As a kind of  work-within-the-work, these documents—produced through the research 
process—will constitute an eccentric unicum within the museum’s holdings, as they document both the artist’s practice 
and the specific contents explored by the project, in a continuous branching whose complexity can only be partially 
captured through archival cataloguing.

A collaboration between: Casa degli Artisti, Museo MA*GA, Viafarini

With the support of: Accademia di Brera, Monte Verità, Arthur Cravan Foundation, Shapdiz Foundation

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Monte Verità, crossroads of  reformist, theosophical, utopian, and artistic movements, has, over the decades, hosted 
and connected countless influential figures, including Rudolf  von Laban and Isadora Duncan, pioneers of  modern 
dance; writers such as Franz Kafka, James Joyce, Max Brod, D.H. Lawrence, and Hermann Hesse; esotericists like 
Filippo Franzoni and Madame Blavatsky; the renowned sociologist and economist Max Weber; and representatives of  
the historical avant-gardes such as Hugo Ball, Hans Arp, Hans Richter, Marianne von Werefkin, Paul Klee, Arthur 
Segal, El Lissitzky, Piet Mondrian, and Walter Gropius. In 1978, Swiss curator Harald Szeemann inaugurated the 
exhibition Le Mammelle della Verità in the rooms of  Casa Anatta, reconstructing the entire history of  Monte Verità with 
hundreds of  photographs, documents, and artifacts recovered during nine years of  research.

The Eranos Foundation, established in 1933 by Olga Fröbe-Kapteyn, is an intellectual circle dedicated to the study 
of  comparative religions, humanism, phenomenology, psychology, and philosophy. It has involved numerous major 
figures, including Carl Gustav Jung, Rudolf  Otto, Marie-Louise von Franz, Mircea Eliade, Joseph Campbell, Károly 
Kerényi, Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki, Henry Corbin, and Erwin Schrödinger, one of  the fathers of  quantum mechan-
ics. The work of  these scholars encompasses more than six hundred contributions—an exceptional testament to an 
interdisciplinary research tradition that continues to this day. Within Eranos, an institute dedicated to symbolism and 
a photographic archive were also created, containing thousands of  images from Eastern and Western religious iconog-
raphy, alchemy, folklore, mythology, and “archetypal” representations of  the contemporary age. This documentation, 
which laid the foundation for the Archive for Research in Archetypal Symbolism in New York, has been part of  the art 
history collections of  the Warburg Institute, University of  London, since 1950.



PUBLIC PROGRAM

DICEMBRE 2025

TALK – FRANCA FERRARI (Coreografa, danzatrice, pedagoga)
Il corpo è una funzione dello spazio – conversazione sulle pratiche corporee e sulle 
forme di relazione con l’ambiente

TALK – EDOARDO PEPINO (Direttore del Labirinto della Masone e di FMR)
Intervento sull’approccio labirintico alla conoscenza della celebre rivista d’arte e 
cultura visiva FMR

TALK – LORENZO DE RITA (Pensatore fosforescente)
Oro, crypto valuta, ETF, bonds... o immaginazione? Sul perché l’immaginazione è 
l’investimento del futuro

TALK – GIUSY CHECOLA (Ricercatrice) THOMAS GILARDI (Geografo)
Geoestetiche d’Archivio. L’intervento relaziona gli approcci storico-artistici ed 
estetici con i concetti e i metodi geografici applicati all’archivio di Riccardo Arena.

CONCERTO – MERCOLEDÌ TRIO (Performers Audiovisivi)
Unnamed Addossato al tempo in un’ottica spaziale. fotogramma ritaglia, solca rumori 
e paure da decenni 3, sporadicamente: musica sopra ogni cosa, dimenticare.

TALK E CONCERTO – ANTONELLO COLIMBERTI (Antropologo del 
suono e del gesto) / FEDERICO SANESI (Percussionista e musicista)
Presentazione di L’ebbrezza in Oriente e Occidente di Rudolf Gelpke, collana Kaliki 

TALK – NIKOLAUS GANSTERER (Artista e Ricercatore) / ALEXANDER 
DAMIANISCH (Dir. Dipartimento Arte e Ricerca, Università di Vienna)
Presentazione della pubblicazione Contingent Agencies di Arteaga e Gansterer

TALK – NICOLETTA MONGINI (Resp. Cultura Monte Verità) / PIETRO RIGOLO 
(Capo curatore Pinacoteca Agnelli) / NOAH STOLTZ (Curatore)
Monte Verirà. Archivi e Simboli.

OPENING / TALK – RICCARDO ARENA (Autore)
Condivisione del percorso di ricerca Geranos, Movimento I - II - III (2021–2025)
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10 Sa
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h18.00

GENNAIO 2026

FINISSAGE – GERANOS Subcultures of the Sun Movimento III
Conclusione del prercorso di ricerca GERANOS

PUBLIC PROGRAM

DECEMBER 2025

TALK – FRANCA FERRARI (Choreographer, dancer, pedagogue)
THE BODY IS A FUNCTION OF SPACE A conversation on bodily practices and on the 
forms of relation with the environment

TALK – EDOARDO PEPINO (Director of Masone’s Labyrinth and of FMR)
On the labyrinthine approach to knowledge developed through the renowned art and 
visual culture magazine FMR

TALK – LORENZO DE RITA (Phosphorescent thinker)
GOLD, CRYPTOCURRENCY, ETFS, BONDS… OR IMAGINATION? On why 
imagination is the investment of the future

TALK – GIUSY CHECOLA (Researcher) THOMAS GILARDI (Geographer)
ARCHIVE GEO-AESTHETICS Connecting historical–aesthetic approaches with 
geographical concepts and methods applied to Riccardo Arena’s archive.

CONCERT – MERCOLEDÌ TRIO (Audio-visual Performers)
UNNAMED Leaning against time in a spatial perspective. A frame that cuts, furrows 
noises and fears for decades, sporadically: music above everything, forgetting

TALK E CONCERT – ANTONELLO COLIMBERTI (Anthropologist of 
sound and gesture) / FEDERICO SANESI (Percussionist and musician)
Presentation of EBBREZZA IN ORIENTE E OCCIDENTE by Rudolf Gelpke, Kaliki series

TALK – NIKOLAUS GANSTERER (Artist & Researcher) / ALEXANDER 
DAMIANISCH (Dir. Department of Art and Research, Academy of Vienna)
Presentation of the publication CONTINGENT AGENCIES by Arteaga and Gansterer

TALK – NICOLETTA MONGINI (Head of Culture, Monte Verità) / PIETRO RIGOLO 
(Chief Curator, Pinacoteca Agnelli) / NOAH STOLZ (Curator, Epper Archive) 
MATERNAL LANDSCAPE: FEMALE PERSPECTIVES ON ARCHIVES

OPENING / TALK – RICCARDO ARENA
GERANOS Sharing the research process (2021–2025)
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JANUARY 2026

FINISSAGE – GERANOS Subcultures of the Sun Movimento III



Martedì 10 Dic. h 18.45____________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Coreo grafa, danzatrice, p edagog a

I L  C O R P O  E  U NA  F U N Z I O N E 
D E L L O  S PA Z I O

×

*

Fr a n c a  Fe r r a r i

‘

*

Venerdì 12 Dic. h 18.45____________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK - CONCERTO

Antrop ologo del  suono e del  gesto Percussionista e musicista

E B B R E Z Z A  I N  O R I E N T E  E  O C C I D E N T E 
D I  R U D O L F  G E L P K E  -  Ka l i k i

×

A n to n e l l o  C o l i m b e r t i  -  Fe d e r i c o  S a n e s i

Martedì 16 Dic. h 18.45____________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Ar tista e ricerc atore Dir. Dipar timento Ar te e Ricerc a, 
Univer sita di  Vienna

C O N T I NG E N T AG E NC I E S
×

Ni ko l a u s  G a n s te r e r  -  A l exa n d e r  D a m i a n i s c h

‘

Venerdì 19 Dic. h 18.45____________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Direttore del  L abirinto della Masone e di  FMR

FMR
×

E d o a r d o  Pe p i n o

Domenica 21 Dic. h 18.45________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Pens atore Fosforescente

ORO, CRYPTO VALUTA, EFT, BONDS... O 
IMMAGINAZIONE?

×

L o r e n z o  D e  R i t a

Mecoledì 7 Gen. h 18.45__________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Ricerc atrice Geo grafo, Prof.
Univer sita Cattolic a

G E O E ST E T I C H E  D !A RC H I V I O
×

G i u sy  C h e c o l a  -  T h o m a s  G i l a r d i

Sabato 10 Gen. h 19.00___________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

Performer s Audiovisivi

UNNAMED
×

Me r c o l e d i  Tr i o

CONCERTO

Domenica 11 Gen. h 18.00________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

Movimento III

GERANOS
×

S u b c u l t u r e s  o f  t h e  S u n

FINISSAGE

Giovedì 8 Gen. h 18.45____________CASA DEGLI ARTISTI

INFO & PUBLIC PROGRAM ________________________________www.riccardoarena.org

_____________________________________________________Corso Garibaldi, 89/A, Milano

In Collaboration with __________________MA*GA__________________________Viafarini 

Supported by _______________ACCADEMIA DI BRERA ______________FONDAZIONE ARTHUR CRAVAN

____________FONDAZIONE SHAPDIZ  ______________MONTE VERITÀ_______________________________

TALK

Direttrice Culturale
Monte Verita

Cap o Curatore
P inacotec a Agnelli

Curatore
Archivio Epp er

PA E SAG G I O  M AT E R NO
S G UA R D I  F E M M I N I L I  S U G L I  A RC H I V I

×

Ni c o l e t t a  Mo n g i n i  -  P i e t r o  R i go l o  -  No a h  S to l z

‘


